
 

Newsletter of  the  

St. Padre Pio  

 Secular Franciscan  

Fraternity 

June 2023 

________________ 

 Monthly gatherings are on the 1st 

Saturday of the month at  

St. Helen Catholic Church 

St. Rita Center  

Georgetown, Texas 

________________ 

   7:45 am     LOTH                      

   8:00 am    Opening Prayer/Welcoming                

   8:45 am   Fellowship 

  9:00  am    Ongoing Formation 

 10:00 am    Fellowship                        

 10:15 am    Business Meeting 

 11:00  am    Initial Formation 

 11:55  am    Closing Prayer 

 12:05  pm   Mass 

 

    Next Gathering July 8, 2023   

Website:  stpadrepioofs.com 

 The Good News 

Be Our Light 

Blessed Saint Clare, whose very name means 

light, illumine the darkness of our minds and 

hearts so that we might see what God wishes us 

to do and perform it with a willing and joyful 

heart. Before your birth, a Heavenly voice fore-

told that you would be a light illuminating the 

world. Be a light to us in the sorrows and       

anxieties of this earthy life, and lead us into the 

eternal light of our home in Heaven.  

Amen.  
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Each year, as the feast of St. Anthony (June 13) draws near, my memories go back to Padua where I spent 
several days in 2014. I had the opportunity to stay for a few days in the large friary of the Conventual Francis-
can Friars. The friary stands right next to the magnificent Basilica of St. Anthony of Padua. I was able to visit 
Anthony’s tomb every day, and it was a great experience. 

People were constantly filing past the back of his tomb and placing their hands against it as they paused to 
whisper their petitions to Anthony, whose remains rested behind the dark marble panel of the tomb. 

During the last year or two of his life, Anthony had worn himself out, preaching to large crowds in and around 
Padua. The crowds were immense—sometimes as many as 30,000 would be listening to him. 

A Visit to Camposampiero 

One morning, while I was still staying at the Basilica, a friar who lived there offered to drive me to the small 
town of Camposampiero, 30 miles north of Padua. As Anthony became more and more exhausted from 
preaching and hearing confessions in the Padua area, his health began to fail. He requested permission to go 
to Camposampiero to take a break from his tiring schedule and spend some time in solitary prayer. He asked 
a benefactor of the friars to build him a little hut—something like a small tree house—in the branches of a 
large walnut tree. 

At night Anthony would sleep with a small community of friars in a Franciscan hermitage nearby, but during 
the day he would go to the tree house to spend quiet time in prayer. One day, however, when he came down 
from the tree to have lunch with the friars, he became deathly ill. He asked the friars to take him back to Pad-
ua in an oxcart. 

When the group arrived at the outskirts of Padua near a Franciscan friary, they saw that Anthony’s condition 
was growing worse, so they decided to stop. It was here that the saint would take his last breath. As he was 
about to die, Anthony leaned forward and began staring in front of himself for a long time. The friar who was 
supporting him asked Anthony, “What do you see?” Anthony answered: “I see my Lord!” And thus St. Antho-
ny’s journey came to a glorious end. It was June 13, 1231. 

Why a Walnut Tree? 

Because of Anthony’s great knowledge of Scripture, he would have no doubt seen a special symbolism in 
spending his last days in a large walnut tree. While sitting in the tree, Anthony would have recognized that he 
was halfway between heaven and earth. The saint had left behind his earthly concerns to seek the face of God 
in holy contemplation. 

Anthony’s first biographer wrote, in 1232 (within a year of his death): “By climbing into [the tree] Anthony 
showed that he was drawing near to heaven.”   May St. Anthony help us on the way to the same destination! 

Franciscan  

Inspirations           
Memories of Padua 

Source:  Franciscan Media 



A Prayer to Jesus by Padre Pio 

Oh my Jesus, give me Your strength when my weak nature rebels against the distress and suffering of this life of exile, 

and enable me to accept everything with serenity and peace. With my whole strength I cling to Your merits, Your suffer-

ings, Your expiation, and Your tears, so that I may be able to cooperate with You in the work of salvation. Give me 

strength to fly from sin, the only cause of Your agony, Your sweat of blood, and Your death. Destroy in me all that dis-

pleases You and fill my heart with the fire of Your holy love and all Your sufferings. Clasp me tenderly, firmly, close to 

You that I may never leave You alone in Your cruel Passion. I ask only for a place of rest in Your Heart. Amen. 

• the repose of the soul of Josie Kleypas; 

• repose of Linda’s soul and comforting for Tom and their family; 

• for the healing of Marc Gottfredsen’s son John;  

• Mark Guilford’s mother, we pray for continued healing and good health;   

• Mike, a retired police officer, who has cancer and covid, we ask for peace and healing 

• Hank’s health that God strengthen his heart muscle and will not have to back on IV 

medication, we also ask for peace for Joan during this time as she is there for him 

through the procedures; 

• our fraternity brothers and sisters recovering from surgery and those that are ill, Lord comfort 

them and bring them peace as they heal; 

• all of our family and friends that have asked the St. Padre Pio fraternity for prayer; 

• comfort for those who lost their children and other loved ones in all of the recent acts of            

violence in this country; 

• the elderly and those that we care for, help them find joy in a renewed strength in spirit; 

• Faith, hope, love and blessings upon Johanna & Jake; 

Lord hear our prayers 

      Prayer Intentions:     We pray for... 



PADRE PIO  

HOMELESS APOSTOLATE 

Lots of need in the streets of Austin—our     

homeless apostolate was very popular this 

month!   

Please continue to participate in the fraternity 

apostolate, you can purchase items from our 

wish list!    OFS Apostolate Wish List 

Link:   www.tinyurl.com/487wvetb 

You are also welcomed to join us on the third       

Saturday of every month.  We meet at 9:30 am in 

the HEB parking lot at I-35 and Wells Branch             

(1434 WELLS BRANCH PKWY  PFLUGERVILLE)  

We usually gather in front of the car wash.   

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

St. Padre Pio Fraternity Retreat 

 August 18th-20th, 2023                                       

Cedarbrake Retreat Center 

Discernment with Brother Joel Giallanza 

We would like to have all registration forms/payments by  

July 8th gathering 

http://www.tinyurl.com/487wvetb

